	Karla Gekiere
kgekiere@cvs.k12.mi.us
Website-www.kgekiere.weebly.com
Room 213
(586)723-4282
Prep Hour: 10:04-11:03
	Wyandot Middle School

Our Mission

The Wyandot community is committed to providing a challenging, relevant, and diverse curriculum in a safe, stimulating environment, enabling each student to become a life-long learner and a contributing member of society.

Our Vision
All Wyandot Middle School students will reach their full potential.
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Welcome back! I teach eighth grade science, careers, and cultural literacy here at Wyandot. I'm excited to be a part of a fantastic school and to provide your student with an unforgettable learning experience. This is my eighth year at Wyandot, and sixth year teaching 8th grade. I have a strong passion for science and hope to share that excitement with your students.  I look forward to getting to know your students and getting them ready for high school.  Please feel free to email me any time with questions, comments, or concerns. 
Expectations
I have high expectations for all of my students. My goal is for each child to be successful.  It is necessary for all students to put forth their best effort and exhibit a high level of respect and self-discipline in class every day.  This will help to promote and foster a positive classroom environment where all students can work to their fullest potential. 

On a daily basis students are expected to:

· Display a high level of respect for themselves, classmates, all staff members, and our school

· Follow all directions the first time given

· Arrive to class on time and be in assigned seat when class begins

· Be prepared for class (have assignments completed, have science binder, as well as sharpened or mechanical pencils, and a checking pen/pencil.)

· Stay in seat and on task at all times. The more focused students are, the more they will learn. 
· Be attentive when the teacher is talking or when a classmate is sharing.
· Give 100% effort.  This includes asking questions if something is unclear.  
Supplies
Students must bring the following to class daily:
         -IQWST Book (provided)
         -Sharpened or mechanical pencils                   
 
         -1 inch binder                                                                                         -Checking pen


-1 hole punched folder for inside of the binder                                 -Highlighter 
         - Science notebook (One subject is fine)or lined paper
                -An open mind 

· Optional supplies-(Highly recommended, limited classroom supplies are available) 
         -Coloring supplies
     -Scissors
   -Glue           -1 package of Post-it notes
Discipline Process
School Discipline Policy will apply. Students may be assigned an after school or lunch detention as a result of classroom discipline problems or missing work. After school detentions take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays until 3:45. If students are assigned a detention, parents will be notified in advance. Please view PowerSchool often as behavior grades will be completed weekly. 
Eighth Grade Science Curriculum
Our main units of study are:
-Earth’s Changing Surface      -Genetics (Trait Inheritance)   -Physical Science (How things move) 
Each student will have small unit textbooks that they will be using on a daily basis for classwork and homework. Each student is responsible for this textbook and will be charged a fee to replace this book if lost. 

NGSS Implementation

Michigan has adopted the NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards) which focuses more on the process of science rather than content retention. Bringing NGSS to the students allows for the student to take ownership of his or her learning the content through the development of many science and engineering skills and practices. In our science classroom implementing NGSS will be done through modeling. Students will explore and create models of the content. A major component of the modeling approach will be small group and whole class discussion for sharing thoughts and ideas. Respect for each other will be crucial in the effectiveness of classroom discussions. 
Homework:
8th graders can expect homework each night. 

· Homework/Projects are assigned to help students deepen his or her knowledge.  Each assigned task is aligned with the curriculum standards.  Students should use all of the tools available to complete assignments such as, but not limited to:  rubrics, textbook, notes, and teacher guidance. 

· Homework is due at the beginning of class the next day, unless otherwise specified.

· Assignments not turned in on time may have points deducted
· Grading is done on a point based system. Assessments will have high point values.
· It is important that homework be turned in on time; however, I understand that unusual circumstances may occur. These incidents will be dealt with on an individual basis. 

· Please talk to me immediately if you are experiencing personal problems that are interfering with your schooling. In order to help you, I need to be aware of the situation.

Absent Work Policy
Students are responsible to get any missed assignments upon return to class. Wyandot policy states that students receive one day to make up absent work for each day they are absent. Assignments can be printed off the classroom website and additional copies are available in the classroom. Please notify me as soon as possible if homework is requested before an extended planned absence. 
Late Work
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Students are expected to turn work in on time.  Students missing multiple or large assignments will be assigned detention to complete these assignments. This is to ensure that the grade the student receives is an indication of mastery, not of lack of work. 
Achievement Grade Grading Scale

A
100-93 

B  86-83 
C
76-73 

D
66-63

A-
92-90 

B- 82-80 
C-
72-70 

D-
62-60

B+
89-87 

C+ 79-77 
D+
69-67             F         59 and below
Test, Quiz, and Project Policy
· I will give advanced notice of upcoming tests, quizzes, and project deadlines. This does not include pop quizzes. 
· If students are absent the day of a test or quiz, they should be prepared to take the test at least the following day after they return. However, it is the student’s responsibility to inform the teacher to take the test/quiz.  The student will be given the test/quiz during class unless prior arrangements are made for before/after school or during lunch.  I would encourage students to make the prior arrangements so that additional instruction time is not lost.
Cheating on assessments will not be tolerated. In the event that a student feels it is necessary to converse with another student during a written assessment, he/she will lose credit. 
Helpful Resources

Classroom Website 
We will be using Weebly as our classroom website this year.  Homework assignments, reminders, and other interactive content will be updated often.  To access the website, simply enter www.kgekiere.weebly.com into your internet browser.  Under the agenda tab, you will find what we did that day, as well as clickable links to print off the assignment at home.  My website also hosts a variety of helpful websites and videos that will be helpful for difficult concepts throughout the year.  
Remind 101
Want to be reminded of when a test, quiz, or other events will be happening? You can sign up to receive text message alerts from me.  Just send a text message to 81010 with the message @geksci8. There is also an app version that you can download and all you need is the class code. You will be required to enter your first and last name to verify that you are one of my students or the parent /guardian of a student.  Don’t worry, I will not have access to your phone number and you will not have access to mine.  Both students and parents can take advantage of this awesome reminder system!
Parent Portal
Parent Portal will be updated often with new assignments and quiz grades. Both students and parents are expected to check grades on a regular basis! You can pick up your user name and password in the office on or after Curriculum Night.  You can access the Parent Portal from Chippewa Valley Schools home page or Wyandot Middle School’s home page.
Lab Safety 

Dear Students, Parents, and Guardians:
Middle school science consists of engaging topics for students to investigate in a lab setting. However, any science activity may have potential safety issues if not conducted properly. Safety in the science classroom is an important part of the scientific process.  To ensure a safe learning environment, a list of rules has been developed and discussed with all students because science rules must be followed at all times. Additional safety instructions will be given for each activity. Please discuss the safety rules with your child and return the bottom of this letter.
No science student will be allowed to participate in science activities until the student and a parent or guardian have acknowledged their understanding of these safety rules by signing this document. 

Science Safety Rules
1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the science room. 
2. Follow instructions carefully. Ask questions if you do not understand the instructions.
3. Use equipment (e.g., scissors and sharp items) only as directed by the teacher.
4. Perform only approved experiments.

5. Never eat, drink, chew gum, or taste anything in the science lab.
6. Keep hands away from face, eyes, and mouth while using science materials. Wash
your hands with soap and water after the activity.
7. Wear safety goggles when instructed. Never remove safety goggles during an experiment. There are no exceptions to this rule!
8. Clean all work areas and equipment, and dispose properly of any waste materials.
9. Report any accident (spill, breakage, and so on), injury, or broken equipment to the
teacher immediately.

10. If you have allergies, it is important that your teacher knows about them and that you avoid handling materials that could cause problems. For example, if you are allergic to latex, you can participate in activities that use balloons, but you should not be the one to handle the balloons.
Ignoring or disobeying these rules may result in your student not being able to participate in the lab and/or receiving a zero for the assignment.
I have read and agree to follow Mrs. Gekiere’s classroom policies.

________________________________

Student Name – Please Print

___________________                                                    ________________

Student Signature                                                              Date

I have read and am aware of Mrs. Gekiere’s Policies. I will contact Mrs. Gekiere with any concerns for my student.

_________________________                                     _________________

Parent or Guardian Signature                                          Date

